The 5 Ds of Antimicrobial Stewardship

Using antibiotics wisely helps improve patient outcomes, reduce side effects, and prevent antibiotic resistance.
The 5 Ds of Antimicrobial Stewardship provide a simple framework to guide appropriate antibiotic use in everyday
practice. Keep these key principles in mind to ensure the right treatment for the right patient at the right time.

Does the resident truly have an infection
that requires antimicrobial therapy?

Diagnosis

Is the most likely causative organism of
Dru this infection typically susceptible
9 P
to this drug?

What is the recommended dose for this
type of infection, and does it need
to be adjusted for renal function?

What is the recommended duration
of treatment?

Can a narrower antibiotic be used
once culture results are available?
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